“SOAR ABOVE WITH SEALA”

SEMINAR

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2010

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

[image: image1.jpg]



SPONSORED BY
THE SOUTHEASTERN ASSOCIATION

OF LEGAL ASSISTANTS 
State Bar of Georgia’s Coastal Office

18 E. Bay Street
Savannah, Georgia 31401
This seminar meets the requirements of the Certifying Board of Legal Assistants and National Association of Legal Assistants, Inc. for a maximum of 6.0 hours of continuing legal assistant education credit  including 1.0 hours for Ethics required for maintaining the Certified Paralegal requirements through NALA.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Complete and mail the registration                                 form with your payment.

Registration:

· Deadline:    October 12, 2010
Cost:     

 $ 105 SEALA members


 $ 125 Non-member

 
 $ 80 Students
Registration Confirmation:

· Registrations received prior to October 8, 2010 will be confirmed via e-mail or fax.

Onsite Registration: 

· Time:
8:00 a.m.            

· Cost:
$150.00 (as space allows) 

REGISTRATION FEE INCLUDES LUNCH 
Location:  State Bar of Georgia’s Coastal Office 

      18 E. Bay Street, 

       Savannah, Georgia 31401  

Cancellations:  

· Deadline: 5:00 p.m. October 12, 2010
· Cancellations received after the deadline will not be eligible for a refund.

· “No shows” will not be refunded fees.
· Cancellations accepted via email, 

crystal.nichols.seala@gmail.com
Attn: Crystal Nichols, C.P., 

· Fax cancelations must be received by the stated deadline.        

· A $ 25.00 administrative fee will be charged for all refunds.

· Registration fees are transferable to other individuals.

If you need special accommodations, please contact us as soon as possible.
Direct questions, comments, and hotel and travel inquiries to:

Crystal Nichols, C.P. 

SEALA Seminar Committee 

(912) 508-1200
SEMINAR AGENDA

8:00 – 8:40 
Registration

8:45 – 9:00    

Opening Remarks 

9:00 – 10:00  

Charles Snyder, Esq. 
Topic: Workers’ Compensation

10:00 – 11:00   
Clay Ratterree, Esq. and
Robert Glenn, Esq.
     Topic: Mediations
11:00 – 12:00   
 Jeff Hams, Esq.

                          
 Topic: Aviation Law              

12:00 – 1:00    
Lunch  

1:00 – 2:00      
Corporal Tommy Barron  and Corporal B.J. Leopold
Topic: 2010 Legislative Updates
2:00 – 3:00    
Benjamin Perkins, Esq.

Topic: Discovery Methods
3:00 – 4:00   
Arnold Young, Esq.

         
Topic: Ethics  

4:00 – 4:30    
Closing Remarks

The Southeastern Association of Legal Assistants reserves the right to modify the agenda and the facility when circumstances are beyond its control.
Charles Synder, Esq.- Mr. Snyder will speak about the fundamentals of workers’ compensation. More specifically, he will address what defines if an injury has arisen out of and in the course of the employment. 

Benjamin M. Perkins, Esq.-Mr. Perkins will speak about the U.S. Freedom of Information Act including the application of the Act and exemptions thereto. He will also discuss the Georgia Open Records Statutes.


R. Clay Ratterree, Esq. and Robert S. Glenn, Jr., Esq.- Mr. Ratterree and Mr. Glenn will be speaking about the effective utilization of mediations to resolve conflict.
Corporal T.J. Barron, Jr. and Corporal B.J. Leopold- Corporal Barron and Corporal Leopold will educate the attendees on House Bill 160, otherwise known as the “Super Speeder Law.” They will also give a 2010 Legislative Update on cell phone usage while driving.


Jeffrey R. Harris, Esq.-Mr. Harris will discuss the basic information regarding plane crashes, to include: a discussion on the function of the NTSB; how to obtain and read NTSB reports; how to obtain access (and avoid roadblocks) when attempting to inspect/view the wreckage.

Arnold Young, Esq. will speak on ethics including who they affect non-attorney staff.


Mr. Glenn is a member of the Savannah Bar Association, the State Bar of Georgia, the American Bar Association and its Forum on the Construction Industry, and the Southeastern Admiralty Law Institute (Chairman, 1986). He is a member of the Georgia Commission on Dispute Resolution and a Fellow of the American College of Civil Trial Mediators. He is a past chairman of the Admiralty Committee of the TIPS section of the ABA. Mr. Glenn is a member of the Maritime Law Association of the United States and served as a member of its Board of Directors from 2002 to 2005. He is a member of the MLA’s Maritime Arbitration and Mediation Committee, have previously served as Chairman of the ADR Committee. He is a past Chairman of the ADR Section of the State Bar of Georgia. He is a Member of the Board of Advisors of the Charleston Maritime Law Institute. In 2009, Mr. Glenn served as a Judge and Mediator for the International Chamber of Commerce Mediation Competition in Paris. 

Mr. Glenn is listed on the panels of numerous ADR providers, including: AAA, JAMS, and Resolute Systems. He is on the Executive Committee of the Maritime Arbitration Association of the United States. 

He received a Bachelor of Arts, Magna Cum Laude, from Princeton University in 1972, and a Juris Doctor from the University of Georgia in 1976. 

Jeffrey R. Harris, Esq.- Jeff Harris is an experienced trial attorney who handles cases across a wide variety of different practice areas. His specialty is trying cases to a jury and he has been retained on cases all across Georgia and the Southeast.  He is routinely brought into complex cases at the request of other attorneys to handle the trial of those disputes.  Jeff has successfully litigated cases involving product defects, business disputes, wrongful death, catastrophic injury, bad faith, aviation accidents, medical negligence, and industrial accidents.  He has obtained numerous record setting verdicts and settlements on behalf of his clients including multiple appearances on the annual survey of top jury verdicts in the United States compiled by the National Law Journal.

Jeff was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia.  He began his legal career with a defense firm specializing in product liability cases, personal injury claims, and business disputes.  After working as a defense attorney, Jeff realized that his heart was on the side of representing people, and not large corporations or insurance companies.
  

       After working with several prominent plaintiffs firms Jeff, along with partners Darren Penn and Steve Lowry, formed the firm of Harris Penn & Lowry, LLP.  The firm is committed to excellence in its representation of those injured or killed by the negligence of others and prepares every case with a focus on presenting the case to a Jury.  The firm maintains offices in both Atlanta and Savannah and Jeff splits his time between those two cities.  

Jeff is a magna cum laude graduate of Mercer Law School where he graduated first in his law school class.  In law school Jeff served as Editor in Chief of the Mercer Law Review and was a member of the Moot Court Board.  He received a number of scholastic awards in law school including the Woodruff Medal and the Order of the Barristers.  Prior to attending law school he received his undergraduate degree from the University of Georgia and an MBA in finance from the Mercer Business School.  
       Jeff has repeatedly been recognized as a Georgia Super Lawyer, a member of Atlanta's Legal Elite, and listed as one of the Finest Lawyers in the South.  He was also recognized by the Fulton County Daily Report as one of the top 14 lawyers under 40 practicing in Georgia. 
He is a frequent speaker on evidence and trial tactics and is involved in the following legal organizations: State Bar of Georgia (Committee on Judicial Procedure and Administration; Lawyer Advertising Task Force); Lawyers Club of Atlanta; American Bar Association; Atlanta Bar Association; American Association for Justice (Board of Governors, 2010-11); Georgia Trial Lawyers Association (Champion Member, Regional Vice President, 2005 to present, Legislative Committee); Savannah Trial Lawyers Association; Southern Trial Lawyers Association (Board of Directors, 1998 to present); Attorneys Information Exchange Group (Board of Directors, 2008 to present); Trial Lawyers for Public Justice; Civil Justice PAC (Board of Directors, 2007 to present). 
Benjamin M. Perkins, Esq.- Ben Perkins, an attorney in the litigation section of Oliver Maner LLP, graduated magna cum laude from the University of Georgia Honors Program, and received his law degree from the University of Georgia School of Law in May 2004.

       Mr. Perkins worked with a civil litigation firm in Atlanta after graduating from law school and moved to Savannah in 2006 to join Oliver Maner. His primary areas of practice are municipal liability, zoning and land use litigation, professional negligence, commercial litigation, construction litigation, products liability, and personal injury.

       An active member of the State Bars of Georgia and Florida, Mr. Perkins was named a Georgia Rising Star for 2006, 2007, 2009, and 2010 in the Georgia Super Lawyers edition of Atlanta Magazine and Law & Politics. He has prepared and presented seminars on Electronic Records and E-Discovery, Document Retention Policies and Procedures, Georgia Police Pursuit Law, Florida Jury Verdicts, and Avoiding Bad Faith Claims.

       A graduate of Leadership Savannah's Class of 2009, Mr. Perkins is the immediate Past President of the Savannah Bar Association Young Lawyers Division, is a member of the Board of Court Reporting of the Judicial Council of Georgia, coaches a high school mock trial team, is a member of the Board of Directors of the Young Lawyers Division of the State Bar of Georgia, is a member of the Savannah Bar Association History and Archives Committee, serves on the Board for the Chatham County Domestic Relations Initiative, and is a member of the Out of State Practitioners' Division of the State Bar of Florida. Mr. Perkins is admitted to practice before the Georgia Supreme Court, the Georgia Court of Appeals, the United States District Courts for the Southern, Middle and Northern Districts of Georgia, the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, and all state courts of Florida.

       Mr. Perkins has obtained favorable results for his clients in numerous reported appeals. Notable decisions include Poole v. North Georgia Conference of the Methodist Church, 273 Ga. App. 536 (2005); Cypress Ins. Co. v. Duncan, 281 Ga. App. 469 (2006); Steele v. City of Port Wentworth, 2008 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 20637 (S.D. Ga. 2008); Brown v. City of Tybee Island, 2010 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 27660 (S.D. Ga. 2010); and Pollman v. Swan, 2010 Ga. App. LEXIS 659 (Ga. Ct. App. July 8, 2010). 

Corporal B.J. Leopold-Corporal Leopold is a Tattnall County Georgia native. She began her career with the Georgia State Patrol in 1979 as a Radio Operator. She is a graduate of the 57th Georgia State Patrol Trooper School in Atlanta. Throughout her career, Corporal Leopold has been assigned to Hinesville, Savannah, and Statesboro. She is presently the Troop F Safety Education Coordinator and is responsible for 22 Georgia counties. She has one daughter who is in college and is pursuing a Nursing degree. Corporal Leopold is a member of the Reidsville Methodist Church and Team Reidsville.

Corporal T.J. Barron, Jr.-Corporal Barron is an Early County, Georgia native. He proudly served in the U.S. Army as an Infantryman from 1991-1994. He was the Distinguished Honor Graduate of my basic training and Infantry school. During Operation Desert Storm, he served as a member of a National Defense Counter-Terrorism Task Force in Europe and Protective Security Detail for the Division Commander and his family. Other military highlights were completing all requirements to be awarded the Expert Infantry Badge, promoted to Team Leader, had a secondary position as a Combat Lifesaver to stabilize Soldiers until extracted out of the combat zone, multiple military service awards, and finished his service as an appointed Expert Infantry Badge Instructor. From 1995-1997, he was a Statesboro Police Officer serving in the Patrol Division. In 1997, he began his career with the Georgia State Patrol as a graduate of the 75th Trooper School. Corporal Barron’s service includes Post assignments in Washington, Statesboro, Sylvania, and a tour on the Specialized Collision Reconstruction Team. He is presently assigned to Post 42 Rincon as the Assistant Post Commander and is the South Division Honor Guard Commander.

Arnold Young, Esq.-Arnold Young is a Partner in the Savannah office of Hunter Maclean and has a general trial practice. Mr. Young has experience in major defense cases involving products liability, medical malpractice, and truck and crane casualties. He also has extensive experience in insurance law. Mr. Young is a former Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Middle District of Georgia and a former lieutenant in the U.S. Navy Judge Advocate General's (JAG) Corps. 

       Mr. Young is admitted to practice in all Georgia courts, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th and 5th Circuits, the U.S. Court of Claims, the U.S. District Courts for the Southern and Middle Districts of Georgia, the U.S. Court of Military Appeals, the Georgia Court of Appeals, the Georgia Supreme Court, and the U.S. Supreme Court. He is a member of the Savannah Bar Association, the American Bar Association, as well as the National Association of Railroad Trial Counsel, the Defense Research Institute, the Maritime Law Association of the United States, and Georgia Defense Lawyers. 

       Mr. Young is the author of articles on various legal topics, including "Inflation, Taxes and Other Games of Chance", published in the Georgia Defense Lawyers Journal. He has also spoken at numerous continuing legal education seminars on a variety of legal topics, including indemnity, motion practice and legal ethics.

       Mr. Young received his B.B.A. in 1963 and his LL.B. in 1965 from the University of Georgia. As an undergraduate at Georgia, he was a member of Phi Alpha Delta.
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SPEAKER BIOS





Charles W. Synder, Esq.- Mr. Snyder is a sole practitioner in Savannah, where he practices in the areas of workers’ compensation, Social Security and personal injury law. He received his B.A. degree from Boston University and his J.D. degree from the University of Georgia. He is a member of the State Bar of Georgia, the Georgia Trial Lawyers’ Association, the American Association for Justice, and the Savannah Trial Lawyers’ Association. Mr. Snyder is admitted to practice in Georgia and Massachusetts.





R. Clay Ratterree, Esq.- Mr. Ratterree founding partner of Ellis, Painter, Ratterree & Adams. Mr. Ratterree has broad civil litigation experience in a wide range of matters in state and federal courts, including serious personal injury, wrongful death, professional liability (defending physicians, dentists, engineers, architects, accountants, attorneys, realtors, nursing homes, etc.), premises liability, auto and trucking law, construction litigation, toxic torts and general commercial litigation. Mr. Ratterree has also maintained an extensive mediation and arbitration practice, and has been certified in alternative dispute resolution, since 1992.





     Mr. Ratterree is a member of the bars of Georgia and Colorado. He is also a member of the Georgia, Colorado, and the American Bar Associations, and is admitted to practice in the United States District Courts for the Northern, Middle, and Southern Districts of Georgia, and the Eleventh and Fifth Circuit Courts of Appeals. He has previously served as Chairman of the Insurance Law Section of the State Bar of Georgia, as a member of the Professionalism Committee for the State Bar of Georgia, and as an officer of the Alternative Dispute Resolution Section of the State Bar of Georgia. 





     Mr. Ratterree previously served as a board member of the Georgia Defense Lawyers Association for eight years and is a member of the Defense Research Institute. He has been elected to membership in the American Board of Trial Advocates and the Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel. Since 2002 Mr. Ratterree has been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America and as a Georgia Super Lawyer since 2004 by Atlanta Magazine.   





Robert (“Bobby”) S. Glenn, Jr., Esq- Mr. Glenn is a partner in the firm Ellis, Painter, Ratterree & Adams, and has been practicing law in Savannah since 1976. Mr. Glenn concentrates his practice on Admiralty and Maritime Law, Construction Litigation, and Alternative Dispute Resolution. He has extensive experience handling maritime disputes including cargo cases, personal injury and property damage cases, maritime lien issues, arrests and attachments, recreational boating, marine construction cases, commercial disputes, and insurance coverage cases. In his construction practice, Mr. Glenn represents owners, general contractors and sureties in industrial, commercial, and residential cases.





       Mr. Glenn is also an experienced certified mediator who handles mediations and arbitrations both independently and for various national providers. He was certified as a Mediator by The Association of Attorney Mediators, Inc. in 1993 and has handled over 1,000 mediations and arbitrations from Puerto Rico to Maine. Mr. Glenn has been a frequent speaker at seminars and a presenter at meetings on various maritime law, construction and ADR topics. 


























